New York City
Big Blues & Soul in

The New York City
Blues World

By Dave FIELDS

f escende he big city and
t vinter winds will chill the city
treets. But that doesn’t matter 10 New

we have the blues to keep us
eems like | keep meeting more new
blues talent that never ceases to blow me
ed to introduce you readers to a great

blues scene The City Boys All Stars :

ider of this amazing new group Mike

Merola. Mike has been a veteran of the NYC
ne and his band is a prime example of
rk City

t cats” New York has to offer. In my
interview with Mike he shared a lot with

Dave: Can you list the members and what
they play?

Currently this is the band: Guitars: Mike
Merola, Bass: Al MacDowell, Keys: Pete Levin,
Drums: Nick Saya, Percussion: Danny Sadownick,
als: Bil Kurz. Angel Rissoff, Horace Scott,
frumpets: Tony Kadleck. We have not chosen the
next regular Trumpet player to play Lew’s Book -
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blues complete with some of the :
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ying a few out. Sax: Blue Lou

1i y Snitzer, Trombone: John Wheeler.
Musicians from the past that have recorded

aind/or played with the band: Vocalists, Frankie
Paris, Billy Troiani, Debi Cole. Sax: Fred Lipsius,
Charlie Pillow, Baron Ramonde, Alex Foster,
Ronnie Cuber. Trumpets: Alan “Mr Fabulous”
Rubin, Lew Soloff, Trombone: Tom Bones Malone,
Jimmy Pugh, Birch Johnson, Larry Farrell. Keys:
Rob Clores, Peter Karoly, David Bennett Cohen,

¢ you into music?

mdor. Ba
harles Palmier

Dave: It'’s so sad when the music warld loses
one of the greats. Tell me about your relation
ship with the late great Lew Soloff

You never can replace Lew Soloff. Let's stan
there. Ever since | met Lou in late 1988 we wey
friends and our friendship went beyond musj
Plaving and recording with him was absolutely
awesome. He was a real icon in music. As Payl

haffer said in interviews, “Lew put the face on
Jazz Rock.” When with Lew I had to play my begt
and he often inspired me to push the limits o
what 1 can do. In fact he made me realize there
are NO Limits if I gave it all I got. There were
times | was going to give up but Lou would quick
ly stop that kind of thinking. I met and played
with many fine musicians because of Lew: Blue
Lou Marini, Tom Bones Malone, Fred Lipsius,
Alan Rubin, Pete Levin, Al MacDowell, Alex
Foster, Jim Pugh, Ronnie Kuber. Through Jim
Pugh—Tony Kadleck and Andy Snitzer. Because of
Lou I'm able to have a really brilliant horn sec
tion—and all great cats to boot. Lew always
thought I could pull it off—Create a fine band and
besides playing, he felt I had the personality to
bring it together.

Dave: What is it like to deal with all the per
sonalities in such a big band? Three singers!
LOL!

Personalities—Great Question——I"m not a

Keith Lambeth Billy Trofas

“My Way or the Highway” person. Nor do [
i believe my ideas alone are enough. I let everyone
i in my band contribute ideas and concepts, all the
i time. Every song we play and/or record is a col
i laboration. Because of this we are developing our
i own sound, our own identity.

Everybody has been made to feel it’s their

i band. I never wanted to be THE LEADER But

i that's what it is as the cats will tell you—DAMN

i THEM LOL. Three singers—-—they are very natu

i ral together—when one takes the lead, the others
i back up and sometimes they trade off the lead

i parts. They are developing their sound which in

i turns is part of the band’s overall sound. Think=—3
i Dog Night

Dave: Where did you grow up and what got
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City Boys All Stars







